
"The South Central Regional Library Council leads, advocates for, 

 and challenges libraries, promoting collaboration in a changing 

information environment." 

SCLRC Reports 

   Mary-Carol Lindbloom accepted the position of Executive 

Director of South Central Regional Library Council and 

assumed her position on 7 April, 2008. She replaces retired 

Executive Director Jean Currie. 

   Steve Crandall, Chair of the Search Committee, notes ñéfrom 

a strong field of candidates, we were very impressed with Mary-

Carolôs vision for the Council, her energy, and her engaging 

manner. She's very excited about her new responsibilities and 

working with all of us." 

   Mary-Carol was most recently Library Development 

Consultant at the Alliance Library System (East Peoria, IL) from 

2000 to the present where she was involved in consulting, 

planning, and continuing education with the 250+ multitype 

member libraries. She was also the project manager for a major 

IMLS grant entitled Recruiting and Educating Librarians to 

Serve Rural Illinois, which was designed to place degreed 

librarians in underserved rural areas. In addition, she has been 

actively involved in AskAwayIllinois, a multi-type, 

multisystem,multi-state virtual reference (VR) program and in 

ALS´ Second Life Library 2.0 initiative. 

   From 1998-2000, Mary-Carol was the Assistant Librarian, 

Serials/Interlibrary Loan Librarian at Quincy University--

Brenner Library (Quincy, IL) and prior to that was the Director 

of Library Services at the Palmyra Bicentennial Public Library 

(Palmyra, MO). 

   Mary-Carol is no stranger to the SCRLC region. In 1993-1994 

she was the Hospital Library Consultant for SCRLC, and in 

1981-1989 she was the Coordinator, Interlibrary Loan and 

Online Services and Coordinator, Bibliographic and Referral 

Center. She also worked in the Learning Resources Department 

of United Health Services in Binghamton, and as Serials/

Interlibrary Loan Assistant at the Corning Museum of Glass. 

   The Board and staff of SCRLC welcome Mary-Carol back to 

New York and to the South Central Regional Library Council 

and look forward to working with her in current and innovative 

new programs and services to meet the needs of our members. Jean Currie, outgoing Director with 

Mary-Carol Lindbloom, new SCRLC 

Director. 
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Information Overload Got You Down? (Part 1) 

 -- Nora Hardy 

    Thereôs an old saying ï ñIf it ainôt broke, donôt fix it!ò For many of us in the library community, 

the deluge of information is a big problem. Our information gathering mechanisms are broken, but 

we are at a loss for an alternative. In all the hype about Web 2.0 and Library 2.0, it is easy to miss 

some terrific current awareness tools that could help fix that overload problem. You need to expand 

your vocabulary by just three words to take advantage of these great innovations. The magic words 

are: blog, RSS feed, and aggregator. This series of articles will give you an overview of blogs, for 

further information on RSS feeds and aggregators please follow the links! 

Blog - (an abridgment of the term web log) a website where entries are commonly displayed in 

reverse chronological order (most current on top). Many blogs provide commentary or news on a 

particular subject; others function as more personal online diaries. A typical blog combines text, 

images, and links to other blogs, web pages, and other media related to its topic. "Blog" can also 

be used as a verb, meaning to maintain or add content to a blog. (Linda Braun, SCRLCôs 

Blogging for Libraries Workshop, 2/5/2008) 

RSS feed -- a family of Web feed formats used to publish frequently updated content such as 

blog entries, news headlines or podcasts. RSS makes it possible for people to keep up with their 

favorite web sites in an automated manner that's easier than checking them manually. (Linda 

Braun, SCRLCôs RSS & Libraries  Workshop, 2/19/2008) - 

Aggregator -- client software or a Web application which compiles syndicated web content such 

as news headlines, blogs, podcasts, and RSS feeds in a single location for easy viewing. 

(Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aggregator) 
 Blogs are often essentially a newsletter or journal which is added to frequently (daily or weekly) 

with relatively short entries. The result is short, easily read, very current information which may 

include pictures, links to related material, sound snippets, and even video clips. One of my favorite 

blogs, Stephenôs Lighthouse http://stephenslighthouse.sirsidynix.com/ is written by Stephen Abram 

(SirsiDynix) a futurist who has taught workshops several times for SCRLC. Jill Hurst-Wahl (Hurst 

Associates, Ltd.) writes two blogs, Digitization 101 and eNetworking 101. 

  When you become aware of blogs, you will be surprised how many authors, celebrities, conferences, 

colleagues, and friends write blogs that you want to see. Whatôs the best part? They are generally free 

and you can start and stop subscriptions as your interest (or the content) dictates. Some libraries have 

created blogs in addition to, or instead of, newsletters to help patrons and/or staff keep up-to-date. 

Examples of this type in our area are Binghamton Universityôs Science Library and TCPLôs Whatôs 

Sarah Reading??.  

    

Mt. Saviour Monastery, 

Elmira, NY  

òThe Everyday: Benedictine Life at Mt. Saviour Monasteryó 

DVD took home two Emmys at the 50th Annual Emmy Awards 

at the Marriot Marquis in New York City! In the Outstanding 

Audio category Christopher Ward took home the honors and in 

the Outstanding Camera in a Long Form Program, Sean McGinn, 

Srael Boruchin, Kate Geis, and   Matthew Kells were all honored. 

These achievements are a testament to hard work, patience , 

friendship and a true reflection of some of the values that are so 

prominent at Mt. Saviour Monastery. Finally, for anyone who has 

not seen the DVD, the entire program is now available for viewing 

at spookytruth.com (select òthe Everydayó from the pull down 

menu in the õvideo eye candyõ section on the website). 

A Few Words Regarding Jean 

Newsletter 

Spotlight 

Each year through its 

Coordinated Collection 

Development AID (CCDA) 

program, New York State 

financially recognizes the 

contributions academic 

libraries make to state and 

regional resource sharing. 

While the State funds are 

paid directly to member 

libraries, SCRLC acts as 

liaison between our libraries 

and the State, assisting each 

with the application process. 

   Starting July 2007, 

SCRLCôs academic libraries 

began submitting their 

applications for Coordinated 

Collection Development  Aid 

for the 2007/08 awards. 

Twenty-four libraries in our 

region applied for and 

received a total of $195,120 

this year. These funds 

support subject strengths in 

each library and all materials 

purchased are available for 

interlibrary loan in the 

region.  Since the program 

began 20 years ago, SCRLC 

regional academic libraries 

have received a total of 

$3,208,621. More 

information about this 

program and the subjects 

each academic library 

collects in can be found at 

http://www.lakenet.org/

ccda.html. 

CCDA                                       

   SCRLC is busy planning a 

number of fall workshops. 

Please follow the link to the 

SCRLC Calendar where we 

will be adding events as they 

come become finalized. 

Hope to see you at an 

SCRLC workshop soon! 
   Keep in mind that if there 

are topics you would like to 

see offered in our region, or 

presenters you would like to 

see, you need to tell us about 

it! We are as close as your 

email (nhardy@lakenet.org) 

and are always looking for 

new ideas to meet your 

continuing education needs. 

Whenever we add more 

workshops and events to the 

regional schedule, they are 

announced on the SCRLC-L 

listserv and posted on the 

SCRLC Calendar at http://

www.lakenet.org/scrlc/

calendar.html  

Education & 

Training News 

SCLRC 

SCRLC Calendar 

Subscribe to SCRLC-L  

Education & Training  

New York 3Rs 

Professional Information 

Links You Should 

Know About 

Greetings!   

   It is wonderful to be on board as your executive director and I 

look forward to working with you! 

   As you know, SCRLC ñleads, advocates for, and challenges 

libraries, promoting collaboration in a changing information 

environment.ò The organization carries out this mission with a 

fleet, dedicated staff working closely with the Board, 

committees, special interest groups, and the membership at large. 

If you seek professional involvement and want to collaborate 

with an achieving, innovative group of people who are making a 

difference in our libraries, join one of the committees, special 

interest groups, or participate in other opportunities that arise. 

   SCRLCôs Plan of Service grew from your expressed needs, 

comments, and ideas. We will continue to explore a variety of 

strategies to implement the Plan. Communication is a huge piece 

of this, and to help facilitate, we will be incorporating ñlive 

chat,ò podcasts and blogs as we migrate to library 2.0 and 

beyond. SCRLC on youtube be far behind? Probably not! As we 

explore and implement 2.0 applications and the social 

networking they offer, we can never lose sight of the importance 

of face-to-face meeting in the ñrealò world. As such, Nora, Betty, 

and I are setting up a schedule to visit all member libraries at 

least once per year. The price at the pump and staff time mean 

that we will carefully schedule. Spending time in your library, 

learning about your needs, and sharing with you the work that 

we are doing is key component in meeting your continuing 

needs. 

Warm regards, 

Mary-Carol 

Mary-Carol Lindbloom 

Executive Director 

Good DayðSCLRCðLibraries 

Charles OôBryan has taken the position as the Coordinator for 

DCMO BOCES, replacing John Brock . 

John Brock is now an Associate in Library Services at New 

York State Library Services in Albany. 

Anne Kenney has been named to lead the Cornell University 

Library system as the 11th Carl A. Kroch University Librarian. 

Laurie McFadden, Alfred University, traveled to Africa in a 

Rotary International Group Study Exchange Program last May. 

Katie Bertrand is the new School Library Systems Coordinator 

at BT BOCES. 

Mary Grace Flaherty has accepted an IMLS fellowship from 

Syracuse University to pursue a Ph.D. in Information Science 

and Technology. 

 

Jesse Koennecke, is the recipient of the 2008 SUNY 

Chancellor's Award for Excellence in Librarianship. Jesse 

deserves praise for his strong leadership, outstanding technical 

skills and visionary thinking. His proactive management style 

and caring supervisory skills contribute toward creating a 

working environment that is supportive to staff and extremely 

service oriented. 

Member News 

The Blogosphere  

 

Nora describes some 2.0 terms, including ñblog.ò The term 

ñblogosphereò may be used to refer to all the blogs, i.e., the 

universe of blogs. A few years ago, the library community 

discussed the merits of blogsðare they useful? Not useful? How 

and when should we use? Now blogs are so much a part of our 

2.0 lifestyle that it is hard to conceive of a (cyber)world without 

them! Here are some of the other blogs that I read in addition to 

those that Nora listed (and I have to add my two cents about 

Stephenôs Lighthouse--you never know quite what youôll find 

on his blog, but it promises to be helpful, provocative, or just 

plain scary! He has even included academic and special library 

PSA videos from youtube): 

Baby Boomer Librarian.  Another one of our own, Bill Drew at 

TC3 stays on the bleeding edge in his role as ñinnovatorò and 

ñchange agentò for his college community and library 

community at large. http://babyboomerlibrarian.blogspot.com/  

LibraryBytes.  ñByte-size chunks of news about libraries & new 

technologies & a few other observations in between.ò  http://

librarybytes.com/  Helene Blowers, Digital Strategy Director, 

Columbus Metropolitan Library.  

Library Grants.  http://librarygrants.blogspot.com/  Grant 

experts Stephanie Gerding and Pamela MacKellar, who co-

authored Grants for Libraries: A How-To-Do-It Manual 

(ISBN1-55570-535-9. 2006. Neal-Schuman. 525 pp.; includes 

CD-ROM), keep the library world up-to-date on the latest grant 

offerings.  Their blog features all types of grants for all types of 

libraries. 

Open Stacks. http://openstacks.net/os/  Authored by Greg 

Schwartz, Library Systems Manager at the Louisville Free 

Public Library. Check out the Pecha Kutcha video! 

The Shifted Librarian.  http://www.theshiftedlibrarian.com/. 

One of the first blogs I ever encounteredðyears ago--was Jenny 

Levineôs Shifted Librarian.  Contains useful  information and 

interesting  insights. 

Tame the Web: Libraries, Technology and People. http://

tametheweb.com/  In the words of its author, Michael Stephens, 

ñTTW deals with libraries, technology and people - and the 

fascinating intersection between all three. How do we use 

technology to further the libraryôs mission? How do we use 

technology to learn? What are innovative libraries and librarians 

doing to explore this realm?ò  It is a must-read. 

*****************************  

Blogging? Are you blogging? We would like to link to blogs 

created by the SCRLC library community. If you would like 

yours to be included, please send it to 

mclindbloom@lakenet.org.   In addition to those you may have 

created, do you have some favorites? If yes, please share and we 

can feature those from time-to-time! Thanks! 

The Blogosphere 

On March 28, 2008, members and staff of SCRLC bid a fond 

farewell to Jean Currie who retired after 24 years, nearly 15 of 

those years as Assistant Director and then Executive Director.  

She tirelessly advocated, led, and challenged us all to move 

forward in our changing information environment and her 

dedication to libraries can be seen throughout New York State. 

More than 65 people gathered at the Holiday Inn downtown to 

present gifts and  best wishes for a long and satisfying 

retirement. When asked what was first on her new agenda, Jean 

replied, ñLots of golfing interspersed with trips to China and 

The SCRLC Board of Trustees 

presents Jean with a Sherman 

Booth Floor Clock from the Frank 

Lloyd Wright Preservation Trust. 

Members, staff, and former co-

workers joined together to thank 

Jean for all she has done while at 

SCRLC.  
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Mt. Saviour Monastery Wins Two Emmys 

Send in your news and staff 

announcements.  There will 

be a much shorter time span 

between SCLRC Reports  

issues now that we are finally 

settled into our new digs and 

we have completed all of our 

staffing changes. 

From the SCRLC 

Staff 

ñA sense of curiosity is 

natureôs original school of 

education.ò 

                                                           

-Dr. Smiley Blanton 

SCRLC Board 2008 

 

Roster 

 

Committees 

http://stephenslighthouse.sirsidynix.com/
http://hurstassociates.blogspot.com/
http://www.enetworking101.com/blog/
http://library.lib.binghamton.edu/mt/science/
http://www.tcpl.org/sarah/
http://www.tcpl.org/sarah/
http://www.spookytruth.com/
http://www.lakenet.org/ccda.html
http://www.lakenet.org/ccda.html
http://www.lakenet.org/scrlc/calendar.html
mailto:nhardy@lakenet.org
http://www.lakenet.org/lists/
http://www.lakenet.org/scrlc/calendar.html
http://www.lakenet.org/scrlc/calendar.html
http://www.lakenet.org/scrlc/calendar.html
http://www.lakenet.org/scrlc/calendar.html
http://www.lakenet.org
http://www.lakenet.org/scrlc/calendar.html
http://www.lakenet.org/lists
http://www.lakenet.org/training/index.html
http://www.ny3rs.org/
http://www.lakenet.org/prof_info/index.html
http://babyboomerlibrarian.blogspot.com/
http://librarybytes.com/
http://librarybytes.com/
http://librarygrants.blogspot.com/
http://openstacks.net/os/
http://www.theshiftedlibrarian.com/
http://tametheweb.com/
http://tametheweb.com/
mailto:mclindbloom@lakenet.org

